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 “In God’s hand is the life of every living thing and the breath of every human being.”  Job 12:10 

Dear Church Family, 
On June 13, 2022, three puppies were born in Johnstown, Ohio.  On July 31, 2022, I    
finally got to meet (in person) the puppy who will be a part of my life for many years.  
His two siblings made a beeline to Cherie, but my puppy came straight to me.  He got 
to come home with us on August 8. 

It has been my goal to have a therapy dog to take with me to retirement 
homes and hospitals, and so I have finally taken the first step toward my 
personal calling.  I have to remember that for Finn and I to become an 
‘expert’ in this mission of caring and love for those we will visit, we both 
are very much BEGINNERS.  

His name is Finn, a Long Stock Hair German Shepherd (also known as a 
Long Coated German Shepherd).  His official registered name is Xfinity 
vom Haus Neufus, and  sometimes he will go by Finnigan.   Finn is 10 
weeks old (as of Aug. 22) and you may have seen him at the Church and 
the PCC.  If you haven’t, please come by the Church on Tues-Thurs. and 
say HI to the newest addition of our ministry.   

Fin is laidback (usually), I’m outgoing. 
Finn shows an interest in all people, I can be picky. 
Finn enjoys children, and they enjoy him. 
Finn loves belly rubs, how can I compete with that! 
Finn knows how to entertain when someone is down, I am a work in progress. 
Finn can lighten up a room by his mere presence, I get little attention. 

 Finn likes to prance when he is happy, I like to take an easy walk. 
Finn loves to chase a ball, I’m still chasing my tail. 
Finn is a puppy! Who doesn’t like a puppy. I can be grumpy, 
that’s why I have Finn. 

We both will do God’s work in caring, encouraging, and loving 
those who may need a friendly Finn face!  

This process of training for both of us will take about 12 to 18 
months.  Finn and I will begin puppy obedience training in a few 
weeks.  The next step will be the Canine Good Citizenship test 
(CGC).  There are 10 skills both Finn and I must master before 
we make the  move to therapy dog training.  

We are working on the first 4 skills.  You can help when you visit the Church and take 
a moment to meet Finn, and help us prepare to pass our test.  After signing the          
Responsible Dog Owners Pledge, owners and their dogs are ready to take the CGC 
Test.  The test is all done on leash.  Items on the Canine Good Citizen Test include: 

Test 1: Accepting a friendly stranger 
Test 2: Sitting politely for petting 
Test 3: Appearance and grooming 
Test 4: Out for a walk (walking on a loose lead) 
Test 5: Walking through a crowd 
Test 6: Sit and down on command and staying in place 
Test 7: Coming when called 
Test 8: Reaction to another dog 
Test 9: Reaction to distraction 
Test 10: Supervised separation 

Please keep us in your prayers as we start out on this 
great adventure. 

Do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with your 
God.  - Pastor Steve 

We have quite a bit of 
schooling ahead of us.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ko_Uvtc9hkg&list=PLPfEv_pKgm7cla7iAauBQ6ROfGSTfjOnE&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LZXnPO1537s&list=PLPfEv_pKgm7cla7iAauBQ6ROfGSTfjOnE&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oAfFS_BRTKk&list=PLPfEv_pKgm7cla7iAauBQ6ROfGSTfjOnE&index=5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Kq6LO8EKp8&list=PLPfEv_pKgm7cla7iAauBQ6ROfGSTfjOnE&index=6


PCC  

NEWS 

Meet the new PCC Administrator! 

My name is Jenna Augustave. From a young age, I had a passion for teaching and 

children. I grew up in Springfield, Ohio and went to Cincinnati Christian          

University for my Bachelor’s in Early Childhood Education. I also have a minor in 

Biblical Studies. I taught in Cincinnati for 13 years and continued my education 

to receive my Master’s in Leadership and Education from Indiana Wesleyan       

University. I met my husband, Mexny,  in March of 2020 and dating in a        

pandemic had its challenges, but we made it work with lots of walks in the park and 

occasional trips to the Dollar Store (one of my favorite places to shop).  

We were married 8 months later and feel blessed    

everyday to see how much we have grown together in 

two years. This role and opportunity is something we 

have prayed and waited for.  I am committed to    

serving and growing with this program and         

continuing to see how we can impact the community.   

Thank you for all of the support that you give to the 

Child Center. I want to express how grateful I am to be 

blessed with the role of director. We will continue to 

move forward and love our community.   - Jenna 

 



 

“One of the worst days in America’s history saw some of the bravest 
acts in Americans’ history. We’ll always honor the heroes of 9/11. And 
here at this hallowed place, we pledge that we will never forget their 

sacrifice.” 
—President George W. Bush  

 

PRAYER REQUESTS FROM PASTOR ABOU OF THE 

REFORMED NATIONAL CHURCH OF THE SAHEL (RNCS) 

 
Sali Mànneh, the 13 year old girl with pneumonia has recovered.  Sali received the  
necessary treatment from a doctor who was willing to help without payment for his 
services.  We praise God for this intervention.  Thank you for praying for us during such 
a critical time  
 
Presently we are looking at ways to start new mission work in Liberia, another African 
country.  We need help in paying rent and accommodation for our church worker as 
he begins this work.   We humbly ask for your prayers that the way will be found to set 
this process in motion and that the growth of this mission will be successful.  

PRAYER LINE 

All requests to be submitted to Shelley Jones at shelley.j.jones8@gmail.com or call  
614-425-7570. 

IMPORTANT:  Due to privacy issues, please make sure any prayer request is with     
consent of the person concerned.   

Let the pastor know when her presence is needed. 

If you wish to have prayer concerns lifted during the worship service, please email the 
church office. 

https://parade.com/5392/markupdegrove/president-george-w-and-laura-bush/


 LABOR DAY 
Labor Day pays tribute to the contributions and achievements of American 
workers and is traditionally observed on the first Monday in September. It was 
created by the labor movement in the late 19th century and became a federal 
holiday in 1894.  

Labor Day originated during one of American labor history ’s most dismal 
chapters.  In the late 1800s, at the height of the  Industrial Revolution in 
the United States, the average American worked 12-hour days every 
day of the week just to make a living. Children as young as 5 or 6 were 
known to work in mills, factories and mines across the country.  The 
workers often faced extremely unsafe working conditions, with            
insufficient access to fresh air, sanitary facilities and breaks.   

As a result, labor unions came into existence.  They began to organize 
strikes and rallies to protest the poor conditions and urge employers to 
provide  better hours and pay.  Many of these events turned violent, 
such as the infamous Haymarket Riot of 1886.  A new tradition began 
on September 5, 1882, when 10,000 workers took unpaid time off to 
march from City Hall to Union Square in New York City, holding the first 
Labor Day parade in U.S. history.  

The idea of a “workingman’s holiday,” celebrated on the first Monday in 
September, caught on across the country.  But it took 12 years before 
Congress legalized the holiday, following a major strike in 1894          
involving the employees of the Pullman Palace Car Company.  In the 
wake of this massive unrest and in an attempt to repair ties with     
American workers, Congress passed an act making Labor Day a legal 
holiday. On June 28,1894, President  Grover Cleveland signed it into 
law.  

Over a century later, the true founder of Labor day has not been firmly 
identified.  Many credit Peter J. McGuire, cofounder of the American 
Federation of Labor, while others have suggested that Matthew 
Maguire, a secretary of the Central Labor Union, first proposed the   
holiday. 

Labor Day is celebrated in cities and towns across the United States with      
parades, picnics, barbecues, fireworks displays and other public gatherings. 
Today, for many Americans, particularly children and young adults, it            
represents the end of the summer and the start of the back-to-school season.  

WHAT’S HAPPENING ... 

MASKS ARE OPTIONAL FOR WORSHIP 

If you choose the in-person services, masks are now optional! As long as Madison 
County has less than 50 new cases a week, you may choose to wear a mask in     
worship or not. 

IMPORTANT DATES 

September 1 ... Choir rehearsals begin @ 7:00 pm 

September 4 ... Deacon meeting after the service 

September 5 ... Office will be closed for Labor Day 

September 11 ... Sunday School begins 

September 11 ... Blood Pressure Check after the service 

September 14 ... Session meeting 

September 20 ... Presbytery of Scioto Valley meeting @ 3:30 pm 

Children’s Sunday School 
Hi Kids ... It’s time for Sunday School.  The teachers will be Gina Wells and Gail Whipple.  
There will be different lessons every Sunday, with lots of interaction and crafts with a focus 
on Christian learning.  Gina & Gail are looking forward to seeing you on September 11.  See 
you then !! 

Flock of Ages Sunday School Class  
The new class will begin on Sunday, September 11, with a video series called “God, 
Money & Me” by Paul de Jong.  Money.  It’s one of the hardest topics to talk 
about.  Yet too often our decisions in life are determined by money. The world  
encourages us to spend, spend, spend, bombarding us daily with images of what  
others think financial success looks like. Too easily, we can become trapped and 
locked into a cycle of ever-increasing debt or living with “just enough”.  In the 
end, either you manage money, or money will manage you.  So much more than    
another message on giving, “God, Money & Me” will radically, but biblically, shift 
your mindset on money and the myths surrounding it. 

The Flock of Ages, currently facilitated by Paul Oswalt, is a class geared toward 
adults of any age (hence the name).  It attempts to present scripture in a life  
application context.  Videos are generally 15-20 minutes with discussion follow-
ing.  It’s not unheard of for one session to spread out over two or three weeks’ 
worth of discussion.  Come and join us! 

https://www.history.com/topics/industrial-revolution
https://www.history.com/topics/haymarket-riot
https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/new-york-city
https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/grover-cleveland


  

  

   

Hay Rides and bonfires 

High School football games 

OSU football games—Go BUCKS! 

Find an apple orchard and pick your own apples.  Some local places are The 
Orchard & Company in Plain City, CherryHawk Farm Apple Orchard in 
Marysville, Reaver Farms Orchard in South Charleston, and Peifer         
Orchards in Yellow Springs. 

These are just a few of the Fall festivals in the area ... 
 Sept. 2-5 ... Columbus Greek Festival 
 Sept. 3-5 ... West Jefferson Ox Roast Festival 
 Sept. 9-11 ... Columbus Oktoberfest 
 Sept. 16-18 ... Germania Oktoberfest in Columbus 
 Sept. 3 thru October 30 ... Ohio Renaissance Festival  

Young’s Jersey Dairy in Yellow Springs will host their Fall Farm Pumpkin 
Fun from Sept. 17—Oct. 30.  Pick Your Own Pumpkins, Cowvin’s Corny 
Maze, Wagon Ride on the Farm, Haunted Wagon Rides and all sorts of fall 
fun await!  

Sept 3-4-5:  If you’ve never experienced a Native Pow Wow, now’s your 
chance. The 6th Annual Spirit of the People Gathering Intertribal takes 
place in Peebles, one hour east of Cincinnati. Experience drumming,     
dancing, and singing from several area tribes. 

Sept. 24-25:  Head to Lancaster for Frontier Spirit 1799 and step back   
into time and discover what life was like for our early Ohio settlers. 

FINDING 

THINGS TO DO 

THIS MONTH! 

https://calendar.powwows.com/events/spirit-of-the-people-gathering-intertribal/


   REMEMBER WHEN?      PART TWO ... 

 
 

September Fun Facts 
Folklore for the Season 

Heavy September rains bring drought. 

September dries up ditches or breaks 

down bridges. 

September blow soft, till the fruit’s in the loft. 

Married in September’s golden glow, smooth 

and serene your life will go. 

If the storms of September clear off warm, 

the storms of the following winter will 

be warm. 

Fair on September 1st, fair for the month. 

September’s zodiac signs are  

Virgo & Libra.   

 

The birth flowers are Morning 

Glory (symbolizes affection) and 

Aster (signifies powerful love).   

 
The birthstone for the month is 

the Sapphire (purity, truth, trust, 

and loyalty) 

First day of 

Fall will be on       

9-22-2022 

Grandparents’ Day 
is celebrated on the 

first Sunday after 
Labor Day ...               

9-11-22 

A little known, but highly significant 
holiday falls on September 17 ...    
Constitution Day marks the day that 
the U.S. Constitution was adopted on 
September 17, 1787. 

Patriot Day 

September 11 

September 29 is Michaelmas..   

Michaelmas is an ancient 

Celtic “Quarter Day” which 

marked the end of the  

harvesting season . 

Frost occurring 

in the dark of the 

moon kills fruit 

buds and blos-

sums, but frost in 

the light of the 

moon will not. 

September’s full moon, 
the Harvest Moon, 
reaches peak illumina-
tion on Saturday, Sept. 
10, at 5:58 AM.  This full 
moon is said to be the 
brightest and roundest. 



Irish Marriage Prayer 

May love and laughter light your days and warm your hearth and home. 

May good and faithful friends be yours, wherever you may roam. 

May peace and plenty bless your world with joy that long endures. 

May all life’s passing seasons bring the best to you and yours. 

 Steve & Carol Welk   September 2 

 Gary & Mary Peart   September 9 

 John & Cheryl McSavaney September 15 

 Bruce & Becky Yerian   September 22 

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

 

Gary Bogenrife  9/1 

Elaine Stuthard  9/1 

Oanh Johnson   9/5 

Bob Blayney   9/5 

Mel Cordle   9/8 

James Buell   9/8 

Timothy Good   9/12 

 

 

Cody Smith   9/23 

Kelso Wessel   9/23 

Annette Shaw   9/23 

Joe Blaho    9/28 

Brenda Engle   9/29 

Mary Anne Herman 9/29 

Hope Smith   9/30 

Virgos, those born between August 23 and September 22, are loyal, detail-

oriented and have a "methodical approach" to life. They also may be shy. 

Libras, those born between September 23 and October 23, are social people, 

They're all about balance and fairness, and they are excellent problem  

solvers .   

September babies typically are open minded, and they always stick to the 

truth, no matter what.  They are very straightforward, polite and love to 

read.  They work hard to achieve their goals, and make wonderful partners 

in their relationships. 
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