
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Growing Together through Faith, Love, and Fellowship.    

1st Sunday in Lent  March 6, 2022  
The asterisk (*) indicates to please rise in body or spirit. 

Meditation before Worship 
Almighty God, your Son fasted forty days in the wilderness and was tempted as we 

are but did not sin.  Give us grace to direct our lives in obedience to your Spirit, that 

as you know our weakness, so we may know your power to save; through Jesus 

Christ our Redeemer, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

Gathering Music 

The Gathering of God’s People 

Prelude - a time to prayerfully prepare oneself for worship 

"Lamb of God"                                     -- arr. Douglas E. Wagner 

Welcome and Announcements 

Introit              “God, Be Merciful To Me”    Richard Redhead, 1853 
God, be merciful to me,  

On thy grace I rest my plea; 

Plenteous in compassion thou, 

Blot out my transgressions now; 

Wash me, make me pure within, 

Cleanse, O cleanse me from my sin. 

*Call to Worship         (from I Corinthians 10)  

Leader:  The experiences of our Hebrew ancestors in the desert “happened 

        to them to serve as an example, and they were written down to     

        instruct us.” 



People:  “So if you think you are standing, watch out that you do not  

               fall.” 

Leader:  “No testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone.” 

People:  “God is faithful, and will not let you be tested beyond your  

               strength, but with the testing will also provide the way out so  

               that you may be able to endure.” 

Leader:  Let us, whose calling to follow Jesus is tested in temptation, praise  

               God who has given us the means in Christ and the church to resist 

               the tempter and serve him as faithful disciples. 

*Hymn                          “Forty Days and Forty Nights”    #167 

The Confession of Sin and Assurance of Pardon 

*Call to Confession 

*Prayer of Confession (read in unison) 

We confess, O God, that temptations beset us and confuse us.  Our 

longings for power, for ownership, for the satisfaction of our desires are 

constantly before us.  Yet we are so slow to learn to manage these 

temptations in wholesome ways.  Too often we yield to them, or we deny 

them, bury them under hard work, or hide them behind demonstrations 

of our goodness.  Forgive us our misguided efforts.  Teach us instead to 

consider your Son whose response to temptation was simple, direct, and 

sure.  Let this strong and faithful reliance upon you be our guide.  

Amen.  (Silent prayer of confession.)  

*Assurance of Pardon                                                                                                                            

*Response Hymn   “You Are the Lord, Giver of Mercy!”    #437 

Ministry of the Word 

Prayer for Illumination 

First Scripture Reading                                          Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16                                 

 

 



Choir Anthem           “The Glory of These Forty Days”       arr. Robert Below 
The glory of these forty days we celebrate with songs of praise; 

For Christ, by whom all things were made, Himself has fasted and has prayed. 

      Alone and fasting Moses saw the loving God who gave the law; 

      And to Elijah, fasting, came the steeds and chariots of flame. 

So Daniel trained his mystic sight, delivered from the lion’s might: 

And John, the Bridegroom’s friend, became the herald of Messiah’s name. 

      Then, grant us, Lord, like them to be full oft in fast and prayer with thee; 

      Our spirits strengthen with thy grace, and give us joy to see thy face. 

O Father, Son, and Spirit blest, to thee be every prayer addressed, 

Who art in threefold Name adored, from age to age, the only Lord. 

Second Scripture Reading                                                     Luke 4:1-13  

Pastor:   The Word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

Sermon 

“Infused with Grace: Oils of the Arsenal”               Rev. Désirée M. Youngblood  

*Affirmation of Faith                                                                          The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 

from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he 

came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the 

Virgin Mary and became truly human.  For our sake he was crucified 

under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third 

day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come 

again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 

have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is 

worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We 

believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge 



one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of 

the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

*Invitation to Offering  

*Response             “We Give Thee but Thine Own” (v. 1)     #708 

 

*Prayer of Dedication 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion – see insert 

(We will be receiving communion by using the cups in the pews.  The communion wafer is in 

the package on top of the cup.  Gluten free bread may be found on the communion table.) 

*Invitation to the Lord’s Table 

*Hymn of Invitation          “Come to the Table of Grace”                           #507 

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

We thank you, O God, ... we pray together using the words that each of us 

finds most familiar, saying: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 

Communion of the People 

Prayer after Communion 

Faithful and loving God, you have once again fed us at your table, 

strengthening us for a life lived not in the shadow of the tomb but in 



the light of the resurrection.  As we go forth today, let us remember all 

that you have said so that we may live as your people.  Amen. 

The Sending of God’s People 

*Closing Hymn               “When We Are Tested” #783 

*Charge and Blessing 

*Congregational Response         “Change My Heart, O God” #695 

*Postlude                "Go, My Children, with My Blessing"     -- arr. Diane Bish 
 

 

Pastor:   Rev. Désirée M. Youngblood Music Director:  Thomas Lloyd 

  Dr. Mark A. Johnson   Organist:  Carol Welk 

Liturgist: Paul Oswalt    Acolyte:  Devin Griggs 


