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Meditation before Worship 
Holy One, now is the time in which Jesus is glorified, and you are glorified in him.  Empower us to 

love as Jesus loved so that everyone will know that we follow the way of Jesus Christ, our friend 

and savior.  Amen. 

The Gathering of God’s People 

Prelude - a time to prayerfully prepare oneself for worship 

"What Wondrous Love Is This"                                                         arr. Douglas E. Wagner 

Welcome 
Leader:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Leader:   I welcome you in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the     

               Holy Spirit to worship on this Maundy Thursday.  Jesus said, ...      

               Take some time after the service is over to sit with the abrupt     

               ending and the feeling of incompleteness. 

*Call to Worship   
Leader:    Come and remember the love of Jesus, gathered at table with his               

                friends. 

People:   We come to receive from Christ the bread of life, the cup of   

                blessing; 

Leader:    Come, receive the tender service Christ offers each of us; 

People:   We come to receive the challenge of the new commandment:    

               “Love one another.” 

Leader:   Come and contemplate the many temptations of a world that   

               would entice us, like Judas, to betray the trust of a suffering God. 

People:   We come to travel with Jesus the way of the Cross, so that our   

                Easter “alleluia” will take on new meaning. 

Leader:    Let us worship together and reflect upon the life of Christ, 

People:    that we might remember what discipleship may cost, and    

                 what it may reap. 

*Hymn                      “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love”           #203                         

 



The Confession of Sin and Assurance of Pardon 

*Call to Confession 

*Prayer of Confession (read in unison) 

Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you.  Jesus 

taught us how to serve, but we fail to follow his example.  Jesus showed 

us how to love, but we fail to keep his commandment.  Forgive us, God 

of grace.  Wash us clean in your mercy so that we will be faithful 

disciples and share in the life you offer; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen.  (Silent prayer of confession.)  

*Assurance of Pardon                                                                                                                            

*Response Hymn  “You Are the Lord, Giver of Mercy!”     #437 

Ministry of the Word 

Prayer for Illumination 

First Scripture Reading                                       Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19  

Choir Anthem           “I Give You a New Commandment”     Peter Aston, 1995 
I give you a new commandment: love one another, 

As I have loved you, so you are to love one another. 

   If there is this love among you, then all will know  

   That you are my disciples. 

Second Scripture Reading                                    John 13:1-17, 31b-35  

Pastor:   This is the Word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

Sermon “Infused with Grace: Washed in Grace”   Rev. Désirée M. Youngblood 

The Response to the Word 

*Affirmation of Faith The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 



true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through 

him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down 

from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and 

became truly human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 

Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose 

again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to 

judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is 

worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We 

believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one 

baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the 

dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

*Invitation to Offering 

Leader:  What shall I return to the Lord for all God’s bounty to me? 

People:  I will pay my vows to the Lord in the presence of all the    

               people. 

Leader:  With humble and grateful hearts, let us bring our offerings to God.     

              At the end of the service, we are invited to place our offerings of  

              thanksgiving in the plates at the back of the sanctuary. 

*Response                  “We Give Thee but Thine Own” (v. 1) #708 

                 

*Prayer of Dedication 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion  
(We will be receiving communion by using the cups in the pews.  The communion wafer is in the 

package on top of the cup.  Gluten free bread may be found on the communion table.) 

*Invitation to the Lord’s Table 



*Hymn of Invitation      “An Upper Room Did Our Lord Prepare”         #202 

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Breaking of the Bread 

Communion of the People 

Prayer after Communion 

On this night, in the midst of the festival celebrating the freedom you 

gave our ancestors the Israelites, we give you thanks that still you free 

us and show us how to be a new kind of people.  You call us to love one 

another the way you love us—extravagantly and without reservation, 

even to the end.  We give you thanks that as Jesus re-defined this feast, 

we can see your abundance, your joy, and the true meaning of love—to 

be broken and poured out for others. 

We want to live your abundant life, and we thank you that in this feast 

you have given us the strength for that journey.  We want to live in 

your extravagant love, but we are afraid that the outcome won’t be 

any different for us than it was for Jesus—ridicule, pain, distress.  

Give us courage to claim you when others betray, courage to follow 

you when others desert, courage to love even when we are not loved in 

return. 

You have broken yourself open to show us love and life.  Help us to do 

the same, loving, serving, and caring for your world.  We pray in the 

name of Jesus the Christ.  Amen. 

The Sending of God’s People 

*Closing Hymn         “Sharing Paschal Bread and Wine”     #207     

 Stripping of the Church  Psalm 22    

 Silent Recessional      

 

Pastors:  Rev. Désirée M. Youngblood   Music Director:  Thomas Lloyd 
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